
STOR 



Philosophical Transactions 



Please note: Due to an error in the print volume, the page numbering in 
this article may contain either page numbering skips, or page numbering 
repetitions, or both. However, the article content is presented in its entirety 
and in correct reading order. 



Please click on "Next Page" (at the top of the screen) to begin viewing 
the article. 




ftruck near Nahlwicb in Chefljirz ; the Title of the B6ok being, 
yfnatome Pueride'&elotaBi: fuchRelations> when truly made, 
well defcrving to be carefully recorded for farther Confide- 
ration* 

Of Jbme Books latelj publi/7/t. 

RELATIONS OF DIVERS CVRIOVS VOTA- 
GES, by Motif. Tbevenot- the thirdTome, in French. This Book 
contains chiefly* the Ambaffie of the tyutcb into China , transla- 
ted out of the Dutch rtiariufcript : A Geographical defcrip- 
tion of China, tranflated out of a Chinefe Author by Martiniw: 
And the Account, which the Directors of the Dutch Eaft-India 
Company made to the States General, touching the ftate of 
affairs in the Eaft-Indies , when their late Fleet parted from 
thence. To touch fome things of a Geographical and Philo- 
fophical nature, contained therein, wc fhall take notice; 

i. How.the Kingdom of China is peopled ; there being ac-. 
cording to the beft computation (which is there made with 
lingular care) above 58 millions of Men , not counting Magi- 
ftrates, Soldiers, Priefts, Eunuchs, Women and Children > fo 
that it may not be altogether ftrange,if one fhould affirm, there 
were 200 millions of people D of all forts, in that Kingdom. 

2. That Catay is nothing elfe.but the Six Northern Provinces 
of China , feparated from the other Nine , by the great River 
Kl A NG s and that the City Camhalu is the fame with that of 
Pek[ng: thcTartars, who carry every three years their Tribute 
to the Emperor of China, conftaritly calling the faid Provinces 
2nd City by thofe names of Catay % and Cambalu. 

3. That China is fo well furnifht with Rivers , and cut Chan- 
nels , that men may go from the moft Southern to the moft 
Northern part thereof by water, except one daies journey 1 as 
the Dutch AmbafTadours did^ embarking at Canton <> which is 
2.3 d. 48 m. Northern Latitude, and landing at P^z>zg,which is 
about 40 d ; haying only travelf d one daies journey over fome 
Mountains of the Province K^amji. 

4. That the people of China are exceeding induftrious Hu£ 
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bandinerijDiakihg, among other waies of improving their foils, 
great ufe of Flouding. 

y. That the Pbyficiansof: China do cure Sicknefles with much 
eafe, and in a flior't time; That they have very ancient Books 
of the nature and vermes of Herbs , Trees and Stones ; That 
their Modern Phyficians (as well as their Ancient ones did) 
write of the Progiiofticks^ Caufe$,EfFcCts,&£. of Difeafes.That 
their Remedies confift for the molt part of Simples and Deco* 
Uiotis, Cauteries, FriUionsi without the ufe of BloudJetting:1 hat 
they have fuch an excellent skill and method in feeling the 
Tulfe , that by the means thereof they difcovcr even the molt 
latent caufes of Difeafes $ taking a good half hour, when they 
vifit a Patient, in feeling and examining his Pulfe : That they 
prefcribe much the ufe oiThe^ and the drinking alwayes 
warme^ whatever they drink : To the cuftome of both which 
it's imputed , that the inhabitants of- China do fpit very little, 
nor are fubje<$t to the Stone or Gout : That they prife highly 
the Root Ginfena, as an extraordinary Reftorative and Cdrdi- 
all, recovering frequently with it agonizing perfons ; one 
pound of it being paid with 3 pounds of filver. As for their 
Chymifts , (of which they have alfo good ftore ) they go be- 
yond ours, promifing not only to make Gold, but to give Im- 
mortality. 

<f. That their Nobility is raifed from Learning and Know- 
ledge, without regard to Bloud or Parentage, excepting the 
Royall Family . 

7. That in CHE KlAN,a maritime Province, whence is the 
fhorteft cut of China to Japan, is the beft and* plentifulleft Sil^z 
trade in the world : And that there every year the Mulberries 
are cutt, and kept down, that they grow not into Trees, for the 
eafier gathering of the Leaves s there being a double Silk-har- 
veft in that Gountry, as there is in feverail other parts of the 
Eaft-indies ; (both which there is hope, will fliortly be imi- 
tated in Virginia. ) 

8. That the way of making Porcelane is this : {Which is the ra* 
ther inferted here y becaufeit agrees (0 well with an Account, we rscei* 
ved a while* [ince from a very Curious and intelligent P erf on of Am* 
fterdam.) There is in the Province of Nankin aTown, ciall'd 
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Goeftfoh whence they draw the Earth fotPenelaine, which is 
found between the Rocks of Mountains. This Earth they beat 
very fmall, and ftamp it. to a very fine Powder, and then put it 
into Tubs fill'd with waters where the fineft part finks to the 
bottom. Afterwards 'tis kneaded in the form ot fmall Cubes,o£ 
the weight of about %£atti{z Catti being 20 Ounces. ) Thefe 
pieces thus wrought are fold to the people P that commonly in 
great numbers fetch them , coming from the Town sintefimo 
(otherwifejontiou) in the Province of IQanfy^ being about fo 
miles diftant from Wetting , neer the City %J AN ST*, which 
people tranfport them to their homes., and there bake them ir* 
this manner; They heat their Ovens well 5 for the fpace of 1 y 
daies fucceffively 5 and then keep them fo clofe , that no Air 
may get in • and after 1 5 other daies are pafs'd^ they open the 
Oven in the prefence of an Officer, who takes every fifth vef- 
lei of each falhion for the fervice of the Emperor : Which done, 
the reft is fold to thofe oiVcienien^ whence it is tranfported all 
over the Country. So that the Earth is not prepared,in NanJ^n, 
where 'tis found, becaufe the people of that Province have not 
the skill of working ir, as the other above-mention*d ; who al- 
io alone have the Art of coloring it, which they keep as a great 
Secret, not teaching it to any, but their Children and next 
Kindred. 

9* That Musk^ is nothing elfe, but the Tefticles of a Beaft 
like a Dear, found in the Province of Honan 1 and that , when 
tis good and unmixt, as it comes from the Animal^ they fell it 
even in 'Nankin and Pefyifot 30. or 35. Teyls (that is, about fo 
many Crowns) the Catti, or ^°!?y 

Many other curious informations might be borrow'd from 
this Author, concerning the Cuftoms D Studies, Exercifes of the 
Chine fe $ of the number of the people of each Province s of 
the Natural productions of the Earth and Rivers there > of the 
Stru&ure and Antiquity of their Wall 5 of the Magnificence 
of their Porcelain Tower &c j but, remitting for thefe things 
to the Book it felf 5 we fhal only add a piece o?Oeconomy,ufed 
by the #*#W-Mcrchant$ in their Commerce with China; which 
is, that they dry abundance of Sage-leaves , role them up, and 
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prepare them like Tbe>znd carrying it to Chna % z% a rare drogue, 
get for one pound of it, fourtimes as much The. 

A DISCOVRSE ABOVT THE CAVSES OF THE 
JNVNDATION OF THE N IL E M in French. The Author oi 
this Book is Monficur dela Cbambn,V9ho being perfwaded from 
feveral Circumftances, that accompany the Overflowing of 
this River, that it cannot proceed from Rain, ventures to a/- 
fign foraCaufeof tt y and of all the other efFedts that happen 
at the time of its /welling, the Niter, wherewith that water a- 
bounds. 

Thedifcourfe having fix parts, the Author endeavours to 
fliew in the 

Virfl, that the Waters of the Nile are Nitroii3,expIicating th 
Nature of Salt, and Saltpeter, and imputing the fertility ot th 
Earth, as well as the fecundity of Animals, to Salt. Where lu. 
fhews, that all things, that ferve to improve Land, are full of 
Salt ; and that 'tis obferv'd, that grain fteep'd in Vrine,before 
fowing, rifes fooner, and becomes fuller and ftronger, than 
elfe. Adding 3 that that, which renders the Seed of Animals 
prolifick, is } that one of the Spermatic^ veins hath its Origine 
from the Emulgent, through which the Nitrous and Saline Sero- 
fities,that difcharge therafelves into the Kidneys and Bladder, 
do pafs. 

In the Second^ he examms, what is Fermentation, and how 
'tis perform'd 5 affirming, that, what thrufts forth Plants in the 
Spring, is-jthat the Earth being fermented by the Niter, it har- 
bours, the Nitrous /pints infinuate themfelves into their pores. 

In the Third he treats of all the Circumftances, obfcrvable in 
the Inundation of the Nile. Tis affirtnd , that 3 or 4 days 
before that River begins to overflow, all its water is troubled : 
that then there falls a certain Dew, which hath a fermenting 
vertue, and leavens a Pafteexpofed to the Air: that the Mud, 
which has been drawn out of the water, grows heavier, when 
the overflowing begins, then it was before, and that by the in- 
crcafe of the weight of that Mud, they Judge of the greatnefs 
of the approaching inundation. The Author pretends, that 



the Niter, which the Nile is ftored with, is the caufe of all thefe 
it rati ge effe&s, and of many others, by him allcdged. For, 
faith he, when the Nitre is heated by the heat of the Sim, it fer- 
ments, and mingling with the water, troubles it, and fwells it, 
and makes it pafs beyond. its banks 5 after the fame manner, as 
the Spirits in new Wine render it troubled, and make it boyle 
in the veiTel- And it feems not likely to him, that the Mud, 
found in the Nile, fhould come a far off} for then it would at 
la It To raifcthe.banks of this River, that it would not be able to 
overflow them any longer* Whereas 'tis more than 2000 years, 
that the banks thereof are not grown higher, there being now 
requifite but 16, cubits for overflowing the Land, no more 
than there was in the time oEHerod$tus. Which flicws, faith be, 
that this Mud is nothing but a volatil iV/V^r, which exhaling 5 doth 
notincreafethe Earth. As forthe^B^/^Dew^ and the in- 
creafe of the weight of the Mud, he adfcribes them to the fame 
Caufe. For, thefpirits of Nitre abounding in the Nile, when 
rafed into the Air with the vapors, that exhale continually 
from this River, there is made out of their mixture, a Dew, 
that refrefhes the Air, makes ficknefs to ceafe, and produces 
all thofe admirable effe&s, that make the /Egyptians wifh for 
it fo paffionately. And the fame fpirits of Niter,being joyn- 
ed to thePafte, and tc? the Mud, raife the one, and augment 
the weight of the other. That, which Mr. Buratim obferves, 
that at the time of this inundation, the Niter-pits of the neigh- 
bouring places vomit out liquid Niter, and that one may fee 
iflueout of the Earth abundance of Chryftals of Nitre, isal- 
ledged to fortify this conjecture ; Which is yet more confirmed 
by the FertiIity >: comraunicatcd to the Earth by the Mud of this 
River. For, plaqts do grow there in fuch abundance, that 
they would choak one another, if it were not remedied by 
throwing Sand upon the Fields $ infomuch that the /Egyptians 
muft take as much pains to fpread Sand to leflen the fatnefs of 
their Land, as other Nations do, to fpread dung or other ma- 
nure upon theirs* to increafe the fatnefs. 

In the Fourth znd! Fifth, the Author undertakes to prove, that 
all thofe ftrange effe&s cannot be attributed to Rain or Snow^ 
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and thauhe overflowing- of the M/$ aliraysjiap^ens at & certain 
day* 

In the La/?, he alledgesfome Relations, (erving to confirm 
his Opinion ; VVhidh arfc too Icing here to infill upon, 

DE PRINCIPIIS ET RATlOCINATlONE 
G EOAfETRARVAI; Contra Faftum ProfeJJbrum Geemetrite; 
Authore. Thoma Hobbes. It feems, that this- Author: is angry 
with all Geometricians, huthimfelf; yea he plainly faith in the 
dedication of his Book D that he invades the whale Nation of them; 
and unwilling, itfeems, to becall'd to anaccountfor doing fo. 
He will acknowledge no judge of this Age* but is full of 
hop.es, iliac posterity will pronounce for Mm. Meanwhile he 
ventures to advance this Dilemma ; Eorum qui de i'ifdem rebus 
mecum. aliquid ectiderun^ aut.folus infanio Epp^autfolus non infanio; 
iertium enim non eft, ?2/f/ (quod dice t forte aliquis ) infaniamus cm* 
ties. Doubtlefs,one of thefe will be granted him. 

As to the Book it (elf, he profeffes, that he doth not write 
itagainft Geometry \ but Geometers s and that his. defign in it is, 
to fhew,That there is no lefs uncertainty and falfity in the writ- 
ings of Mathematicians, than there is in thofe ol Naturalijls,. 
Moralifts, &c. though he judges, that Phyfickf y Ethk\j .Politicks, 
if they were welldemonftratcd, would be ascertain as the 
Tslathematicks. 

Attacking the Mathematical Principles as they are fouiid in 
Books, and withall (ome Demonftrations,he takes to task Euclid 
htm(elf, inftead of all, as the Mafter of all Geometricians, and 
with him his beft interpreter,' CUvius, examining in the ,firjl 
place, the Principles of Euclid: Secondly^ Declaring falfe, what 
is fuperftru&ed upon them, whether by Euclid, or Clavius, or 
any Geometer whatfoever that hath made ufe of tho(e or other 
( as he is pleafed to entitle them) falfe Principles. Thirdly^ Pre- 
tending, that.he means (o to combat all^both Principles and De- 
mdnftrations, undertaken by him, as that he will fubffr*:ute> bet- 
ter in their room 3 lead he fhould feem to undermine the Sci- 
ence it-selfe* 
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The particulars, which he undertakes to reform^re* 

Radix is? Latus. 
Prop.i6.El.^. 
Vimenfio Circuit. 
Magnitudo Circuit Hugeniana, 
Setlio Anguli. 
Ratio, quam habet refta com- 

pofita ex Radio is Tangtntt 

30.gr ad,ad Radium ipfurn, 
Propof.\j<£. Ekm.i. Demon- 

ftratio. 
Addita eft Appendix de Mediis 

proporthnalibus in genere. 



Tunftum; 

Linea. 

Terminus. 

Linea Retla. 

Superficies. 

Superficiei Termini. 

Superficies Plana, 

AngulusCNhere he is large 

upon thtAngulus Contaclus.') 

Petitio prima Elem. 1. Eu- 

clidis; 
Ratio. 



KING SALOMONS FOVRTRAITVRE OF 
OLD AGE; by John Smiib 3 M.D. This Treatife being a Phi- 
lofopbical D'dcomfe, though upon a S acred Theme,may certain- 
ly claim a place among Pbilofophical Tranfadtions. Not here to 
mention the many other learned Notes , this Worthy Author 
gives upon that Hieroglyphical Defcription of Old Age, made 
by that Royal Pen-man oCEccleJ/afles, cap. 1 2. We fhall onely 
take notice of that furprizingly Ingenious one,there to be met 
with, concerning the Antiquity of the Doctrine of the Blood's 
Circulation : King Salomon,who lived neer 27 00 years agoe 3 ufing 
fuch expreffions^as may,to a confidering Reader, very probably 
denote the fame Doctrine, which the Sagacious Dr. Harvey has 
of late years fo happily brought to light, and introduced into 
all the raoft Ingenuous Societies of Learned men : The Pitcher, 
mention'd in the quoted place.being Interpreted for the Veinss^ 
and the Fountainfox the Right Ventricle of the Heart , as the Ci- 
fternfov the Left 5 ,the IVheete , there fpoken off, manifeftly im- 
porting a Circulation, made by the Great Artery with its Bran- 
ehesjthe principal Inftrument thereof. 
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